
viDA Therapeutics Inc. Announces Appointment of New Chair of the Board 

 

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, June 30, 2016 -- viDA Therapeutics, Inc. (viDA) announced today that 

Dr. Robert Ryan has been appointed Chair of its Board of Directors. 

 

viDA, a privately held biotechnology company, focused on developing first-in-class therapies for treating 

autoimmune and age related chronic inflammatory diseases, today announced Dr. Robert Ryan, who has served 

as a director of the company since March 31, 2016, has been appointed as the new viDA Chair of the Board. 

  

Dr. Ryan succeeds Dr. Julia Levy, who has served as Chair of the Board since the company’s inception in 2008 

and who will continue to serve as a member of the Board of Directors. 

 
Alistair Duncan, Chief Executive Officer of viDA commented "Robert is a highly successful and accomplished 

biotechnology executive, and I am delighted he has chosen to increase his involvement with viDA to serve as our 

next Chair. His history with the company and understanding of our industry will be a tremendous asset as we 

continue our efforts to move our lead therapeutic programs into the clinic.” 

 

"On behalf of the entire team at viDA, I would like to thank Dr. Levy for her leadership and unwavering 

support," continued Duncan. "Her guidance and insightful observations contributed significantly to the traction 

we are gaining in our programs." 

 

As CEO of Innova Therapeutics, Dr. Ryan brings significant orphan and rare disease development experience to 

viDA.  Prior to that he co-Founded and served as President and CEO of Scioderm LLC, a privately held, 

clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company, focused on the development of an innovative topical treatment for 

Epidermolysis Bullosa, which was acquired in 2015  by Amicus Therapeutics of Cranbury, N.J., in a transaction 

valued at US$957 million.. Prior to Scioderm, LLC, Robert held senior regulatory positions at three leading 

CRO’s, PPD, INC Research, and Quintiles where he also served as the Chief Regulatory Officer for Quintile’s 

very successful PharmaBio division. Robert’s diverse pharmaceutical career covered senior preclinical, 

regulatory and clinical activities with Roche, Bristol-Myers Squibb (BMS), UCB, Atherogenics, and Pfizer.  

 

Robert is board certified in Toxicology and has a Ph.D. in Toxicology from the University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill and Masters in Genetics and Pharmacokinetics 

About viDA and VTI-1002 

viDA Therapeutics, Inc. (viDA), a Vancouver, Canada based privately held biotechnology company, is focused 

on developing first-in-class therapies for treating autoimmune and age related chronic inflammatory diseases 

with high unmet need initially in orphan autoimmune and other orphan blistering skin indications.  The lead  
product candidate, VTI-1002, is in a topical formulation   for the treatment of Discoid Lupus Erythematosus, an 

orphan chronic inflammatory autoimmune skin disorder. This disease is a severe chronic dermatological disease 

affecting women five times more than men. It can have a significant impact on quality of life due to severe 

facial disfigurement. For additional information about viDA, please visit www.vidatherapeutics.com. 
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